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ADVERTISEMENT. 


I the publication of this plain Diſcourſe 1 


yield to the earneſt requeſt of ſome friends I 


would much wiſh to oblige. I God ſhould, by 
the powerful influences of his good Spirit, bleſs 
this humble endeavour to promote his glory, as 


to one fearful mourning ſoul, ſet it home for the 


relief and quickening of ſurviving friends, 


much more by this mean gratify, in any degree, 


We fervent defires expreſſed in the following 


lines of the laſt Pſalm the dear deceaſed directed 
me to reau to her; it will be no ſmall ſatisfac- 


tian to me; and to his grace be all the praiſe, 


Let me thy power and truth proclaim 
To the ſurviving age ; | 
And leave a favour of thy name, 


When I ſhall quit the ſtage. 
ae 4 land of filence and of death 
t 


tends my next remove ; 


O may theſe poor remains of breath 
Teach the wide world thy love. 


War rs, Pſal. Ixxi, Third Part, 
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Thi ſhalt * me with thy _ 
and afterwards receive me to'glory. 


« * 
” — 


HE dyiog bed of a chriſtian is, in it- 
41 el, a very diſtreſſing ſcene to ſur- 
— friends; and the actual removal 
leads us to view, in very painful colours, 
the dominion of fin,” and the ravages of the 
grave t it carries along with it a loſs which 
very ſenſibly affects us 3— 4 loſs of what 
was moſt near and dear to us 3a loſs of 
that, in which, perhaps, the principal part 
of our earthly happmeſs did conſiſt. But, 

bleſſed be God, under ſuch trying bereave- 
ments, a variety of very reviving and ſupport- 
ing confiderations ariſe to aſſuage our grief, 
and moderate our ſorrows. We are firmly 
perſuaded, that though torn from our em- 
braces, yet, as united to Chriſt, their de- 
parted ſpirits are now preſent with the Lord 
that our dear friends, being made meet for 
the inheritance of the ſaints, are now put 
oltre!“ e e I into 


D ZR ge ws = ] 3 EIES | 
into the actual poſſeſſion of it; that they 


are entirely releaſed from all the pains, in- 
firmities, doubts, fears, imperfections, ſins, 
and temptations of the preſent ſtate, under 
which they had long groaned, and under 
which, though we moſt tenderly felt for 
them, we could give them but little relief; 
| and that they are now entered into the un- 
| | utterable joy of their Lord. Sometimes God 
| is ſo very indulgent to his dying ſervants 
themſelves, as well as therein to thoſe 
| whom they leave bchind, that he very won- 
; . derfully ſuſtains their ſpirits in the laſt con- 
| flict; not only moderates, but removes the 
terrors of death, hands in to their ſouls the 
moſt precious cordials, and enables them to 
give a moſt glorious atteſtation to the full- 
| neſs and ſweetneſs of the conſolations which 
| | are in Chriſt. In ſuch circumſtances, - in- 
=” ſtead of grieving at our own loſs, ſhould we 
not rather congratulate our departed friends 
upon their unſpeakable gain? When in the 
laſt ſentences they have uttered, with grate- 
ful adoration to the God of their ſalvation, 
they have cried out, thou ſhalt guide me 
% with thy counſel, and afterwards receive 
„% me to glory. Thy mercy and thy truth, 
«« they ſhall guide me unto thy holy hill. 
« To the Father, to the Son, and to the 
. Holy 
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& Holy Spirit, be equal and everlaſting | 

« praiſes. Amen.“ 

The words of the text are the triumph 
of the faith of the Pſalmiſt, after he had 
recovered from a very ſore temptation, oc- 
caſioned by the preſent proſperity of many 
wicked men, and the preſent afflicted ſtate 
of many good men: and, bleſſed be God, 
they afford juſt ground to every believer, 
cheerfully to rely upon a covenant God to 
conduct him ſafely through all the dangers' 
of this wilderneſs, and through” the dark 
valley unto eternal glory in his heavenly 
kingdom. In the words we would take 


notice of theſe two nm, 1 


1 The happineſs of thi ſaints, deferied 
in two very be branches. 5 


II. The pfalmiſt » eoinfobrable manner of 
exprefling himſelf, as to his 'own view of 
+ roms important matters. | | 


I. We bed obſerve the ns of 
th ſaints, deſcribed in two very compre- 
henſive particulars ; “ Thou ſhalt guide me 
« with thy counſel, and afterwards receive 
** me to 3 i 


B 2 We 


bes 


We: ſhall ſpeak. to hann i the e nd 
the text. 

1. Thou ſhalt 1 me ea thy 
« counſel,” This is a privilege peculiar to 
God's own people; to thoſe whom he will 


afterwards. receive unto glory. Ie pre- 


ſerves and provides for all his creatures z 
and orders all the events of time for his 
own glory; but it is the happineſs of the 
ſaints to be under his, _ _ He 
guides them | 
la the way of faith. in | Chriſt. Thins is 
no forgiveneſs of ſin, or acceptance with 
God, or intereſt in glory, but through the 
Redeemer. Thoſe whom God guides, he 
draws unto Chriſt. Every one who hath 


learned of the Father, comes unto me, ſays 


Chriſt. The Father leads them to ſee their 
danger and miſery, that there is ſalvation 
in noc other but his Son, makes them afraid 
af reſting in themſelves, and renders them 
WE to receive and rely upon Chriſt, as 

e appointed Saviour for periſhing ſinners ; ; 
to come to him as naked and helpleſs in 


- themſelves, crying out in the words of the 


Apoſtle, continually adopted by our de- 
ceaſed. friend, What things were gain to 
«© me, thoſe T account all loſs for Chriſt ; 
% yea, reckon them as s dung, that I may 
66 be 


. 
«be ſpund in him, &. adding, & be thou 
my ſtrength, my-righteguineſs, my Jeſus, 
„and my all.” The ſaints in glory aſcribe 
all cheir kriumpbs to ide Lamb that re- 
deemed them to God by bis blood; and 
thoſe whom God is now preparing for that 
glory, be engages eheerfully to unite in the 

ſame divine ſong, He: alſo enahles them 
to be continually looking unto Jeſus,” and 
to live the life which they live in e ; 
through faith in the Son of Gd. 

God guides his people in the way of ho 

lineſs, as to the inward temper of their 
ſouls. The highway, in which God leads 
his people, is thus deſcribed by the prophet, 
Maiab- xxxv. 8. It ſhall be called the way 
bol boliweſs: the unclean ſhall not paſs 
% over it.” The very idea that an infinitely 
holy God guides us, implies an agreement 
with him in the prevailing diſpoſition” of 
the ſpirit., Thoſe whom he leads, he di- 
rects to enter in at the ſtrait gate, which 
alone opens into the way to eternal life. 
Frequently call to your very ſerious remem- 
brance thoſe words of the Apoſtle, If 
any man be in Chriſt, he is a new ctea-" 
„ture; old things are done away, and all 
things are become ne: and that po- 
ſitive declaration of our Lord bimſelf, 
oo 66 Except 


[6] 

Except a man be born again, he cannot 
«« enter into the kingdom of God.” This 
is the happineſs of ſuch as are under the 
ſpecial conduct of God: they are born of 
God; and the conſequence thereof is, that 
they love as he loves, and hate what he 
hates (a very favourite ſentiment of-the dear 
deceaſed); as well as that if univerſal in- 
ternal holineſs was not commanded, yet 
the renewed ſoul, as born of God, muſt 
delight in it, and follow after it. Such 
are much afraid of not having a juſt ſenſe 
of the exceeding finfulneſs of fin, and of 
the plague of their own hearts, and of-tak- 
ing up with ſome mere external conformity 
to the divine law. But they really delight 
in this law, becauſe it is fo TY broad, 
extending to the whole ſoul. 2 10 

God guides his people in the way of or- 
dinances. By the ſacred inſtitutions of re- 
ligion, he trains them up for the pure, per- 
fect, and moſt delightful worſhip of his 
heavenly courts. The ſoul, under God's 
gracious directions, ſeeks its happineſs in 
God, and is diſpoſed to ſeek after him, in 
all the ways of his appointment, and in 
which he kindly promiſes to meet and bleſs 
them. Behold he prayeth, is alledged 
by God himſelf to Ananias, as a proof of. 

 Saul's 


4 


Saul's converſion; and that he was a choſen 
veſſel unto him. Paul, brought up a Pha- 
riſee with great ſtrictneſs, had performed 
the external duty conſtantly all his life; 
but now he prayed in a ſpiritual ſenſe. In 
che ſecret exerciſes of religion, holy ſouls 
walk with God from day to day, live a life 
of nearneſs unto him, and maintain con- 
tinual, if not joyful communion with him; 
their ſpirits, as guided by God, following 
hard after him. If ſecret duty is omitted, 
or hurried over as a taſk or burden, can we 
ſuppoſe ourſelves under the divine conduct? 
Or if we can live in the wilful neglect of 
public ordinances? Holy ſouls in = ſanc- 
tuary, long to behold God's power and his 
glory ; eſteem a day in his courts preferable 


to a thouſand ; hope to be. ſatisfied - as 


with marrow and fatneſs; and that being 
planted in the houſe: of the Lord, they ſhall 
flouriſh in the courts of their God, and bring 


forth more and more fruit. They, upon 


theſe accounts, highly prize the returning 
ſeaſons of public worſhip. If the poor 

earthly. tabernacle could be juſt patched up 
in the week, ſo as to enable to go to the | 
houſe of God on the Lord's-day, in the in- 
clement ſeaſon, which affects weakly con- 
BE; ſtitutions 
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Ateutions very much, what 4 mere) has 
any? 4 Holy ſoul eſteemed this to be? 

God guides his people in the way of uni- 
Aal external obedience to his command- 
ments. As he leads them in the wWay of 
faith in Chriſt, and love to himſelf, he 
enables them, in their outward conduct, to 
evidence they have been _ a willing 
£ people in the day of bis power. They do 
not wifi to have the law bf 00d curtailed, 

in any igſtance, or to have 3 liberty” to 
Me in any kind of ſin whatever: This is 
a contradiction to dür being born of God, 
i the deceaſed" frequently obſetvedl. No- 
thing a chriſtian wants more than to be free 
from" fin,” and at prefent to hate it with a 
growing hatred. God's commands are 
not gtievous: 43 they obſerve them with 
pleafure, and aim at having refpe& unto 
them in all things, however carnal men 
comphin that God's precepts are hay of 
. them hard ſayings. _ 

"God guides his people, as he orders every 
Wing relative to them in life and in death. 
Theſe matters are all under his all-gracious 
direction. Their times are in his hands. 
Every particular event turns out according 


| to Ws A wiſe and merciful appoint= 
| ment; 


TEL 1 D 
ment; or however according to his permit. 5 
ſion to anſwer in the end the beſt 4 

unto them. But this leads to enquire, how 
does God guide them ? The Pfalmiſt tells 
us, „with his counſel ;” which may take 
in the particular providence of God over 
his people. In the leadings of providence, 
God very frequently makes clear diſcoveries 
of his will to his people, and plainly points 
out the path of duty. What abundant 
reaſon have they, with great thankfulneſs, 
to acknowledge his very gracious providen- 
tial conduct. Attentive to theſe important 
matters, they, with, admiration of God's 
great kindneſs to them, remark. a vaſt va- 
riety of circumſtances, in which they ſee 


his interpoſition and appearance for them, 
as to their connections, ſituations, condi- 


tions, and engagements in life, upon which 


much of their comfort has greatly de- 
pended. ' What a comfortable thought to 
the chriſtian, in this uncertain, changing, 
dying world, that the ſteps of a good man 
are ordered by the Lord, and that acknow- 
ledging God in all his ways, he may be 
aſſured that he will direct his paths. . 
But God guides his people with his coun» 
ſel, as he gives us his word, to direct us at 
all times. God himſelf ſpeaks to us in the 
1 C holy 


) 


4 


[ wt 


holy ſcriptures : : they are his word, and they 
contain a perfect rule of faith and practice, 


moſt profitable to direct, and deſigned; to 


make us wiſe unto. ſalvation. The word 
of God is intended to be a lamp unto our 
feet and a light unto our path; and if God 
orders out goings by it, then our feet ſhall 
not ſlide, His people thankfully. receive 
this revelation of his will; they treaſure it 
up in their hearts, that they may not fin 
againſt him; and they have conſtant re- 
courſe to it, that they may walk ſo as to 
pleaſe God. God guides them by his word 
as he diſpoſes them to acquaint themſelves 
with it, as a perfect rule; and engages their 
dutiful ſubjection of ſoul to his will, as 
made known to us therein. Which leads 
me 'to add, that it is their diſtinguiſhing 
privilege to be guided by his counſel, as he 


guides them 


By his Spirit. He is the beſt 3 


and they feel they greatly need this internal 


guide. He has reſtored their ſouls, and 


has recovered them into the paths of righ- 


teouſneſs. And how ready are they, with 
admiration at his free, rich, and ſovereign 
grace, to acknowledge, that he, by his ſe- 
cret counſel, convinced them of the dan- 
gerous deſtructive paths of ſin, made them 

willing 


461 

willing to forſake it, and engaged them 
heartily to cloſe with Chriſt as the all- ſuf- 
ficient Savior, and yield up themſelves unto 
- God in a perpetual covenant never to be for- 
gotten. In the frequent review of theſe ſa- 
cred tranſactions, they are deeply concerned 
to give him the entire glory of his own 
work ; and they deſire to live under a con- 
ſtant ſenſe of the abſolute neceſſity of being 
at all times under his gracious guidance. 
With what fervor do they cry out, Lord, 
take not thy holy ſpirit from me, though I 
have ſore grieved him; Lord, thy ſpirit is 
good, lead me in the land of uprightneſs, 
and uphold me with thy free ſpirit.” What 
a rich mercy do they eſteem it, that ſach 
poor blind ſtupid perverſe creatures as they 
feel themſelves to. be, ſhould be led by the 
Holy Spirit, and that he ſhould. condeſcend 
to. take up his abode in them, and cauſe 
them to hear his voice behind them, ſaying, 
this is the way, walk ye in it, when they 
might be ready to turn afide either to the 
right hand or to the left. This divine 
Spirit guides his people, as he brings the 
things of God to their remembrance, ſets 
them home with power and ſweetneſs unto 
their hearts, engages the ſoul to believe 
what God has ſaid, and to truſt in him to 
C 2 HE 
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12 J . 
perform what he has promiſed. He alſo 
ſanctifies by his gracious influences, tranſ- ' 
forms them into the divine image, and 
makes them meet for the maſter's uſe. 
He affiſts, ſtrengthens, ſupports, and com- 
forts them, and he enables them to * 
vere unto the end. 


I ſhall juſt hint at ſome particulars, that 


tend to enlarge our views of the happineſs 


of God's people in being under his di- 
recon. 

He guides them efectually, hc none 
can do but himſelf. He i in ſome inſtances 
leaves them to follow their own device, as 
he did good Hezekiah, that he might know 
what was in his heart, and that they may 


prize more highly God's gracious direction. 


He guides. them prevailingly in his own 
right way, that they may not miſtake it, 


and that they may not turn out of it, and. 


that all their moſt artful or moſt powerful 


enemies may never be able to drive or ſe- 


duce them out of it. 

He guides them amidſt all their afflic- 
tions and trials. Many are the afflictions 
of the righteous. And this is no proof that 


an infinitely gracious God does not guide 


them. Quite the contrary. He ſees that 
theſe painful croſſes and diſappointments, 
5 theſe 


13 ] 

theſe heavy ſy. and grievous afflictions, 
are better for them, much more for the ad- 
vancement of their eternal intereſts, than 
outward eaſe and proſperity. The meaſure 
of them, and the time of their continuance, 
is determined by their gracious guide. And 
it becomes us ever to remember it is only | 
if need be, that we are in heavineſs through 
manifold temptations. He performs the 
thing which he has appointed for us in 
every afflictive event, under all its moſt 
diſtrefling circumſtances. He leads by a 
right way to the city of habitation. 

He guides amidſt all their fears. How 
frequently are they under very alarming 
apprehenſions. They fear their enemies 
will prevail againſt them, that they ſhall 
never be able to reſiſt. They are tempted 
to believe it is in vain to go on in religious 
exerciſes, that they never knew any thing 
of the power of God's grace upon their 
hearts, and the like, Though their fears 
are ſome of them very ſinful and God-dif-. 
honouring, yet ſtill he guides them. Yea 
in many inſtances he ſees it beſt for them, 
that they ſhould be exerciſed with many 
fears; theſe he ſanctifies for their progreſs 
in the divine 1 


By 
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By glimmering hopes and gloomy fears, 
They trace the ſacred road, 

Through diſmal deeps and dangerous n 

They make their way to God.“. 
God alſo guides his people, as to the 
moſt ſuitable time for ordering every event. 
Our times are in his hands. He not only 
in every circumſtance orders as he ſees beſt : 
but his time for every event, from our birth 
to-our death, is the ſeaſon he ſees to be beſt 


for that purpoſe. This was the obſervation 


made by the dear deceaſed, by which I firſt 
knew ſhe was acquainted what the fatal-diſ- 
temper was. She ſaid it ſeemed ſtrange ſhe 
ſhould have it when ſhe had eſcaped it fo 
many years, And before I could make any. 
reply ſhe added, But God's time is the beſt 
time for every thing. Happy for us if we 
can by faith live under the firm perſuaſion 
of this comfortable truth, as to ourſelves, 
and all near and dear to us. | 

God guides his people continually. It is 


his very encouraging aſſurance he will ne- 


ver leave them, no he will never forſake 
them, Their dear chriſtian friends and 
relations, with whom they have frequently 
taken ſweet counſel together, leave them ta 


Dr. Watts's 53d Hymn, B. 2; a very favourite Hymn 
of the dear deceaſed, daily ; mc 
purſue 


1 6 


| porſue the remainder of their dangerous 
journey alone, without any further aſſiſtance 
from them. Their ſpiritual guides are re- 
moved by death; but an eternal covenant- 
keeping God will be their guide ſtill. 
They never are more ſenſible of their need 
of his gracious conduct than under theſe 
bereavements, and, bleſſed be his name, he 
will guide them continually. He will be 
their guide even unto death, as well as be 
their God for ever and ever. 

He will guide his people through the 
valley of the ſhadow of death. Therefore 
they may triumph with the Pfalmiſt, and 
ſay, though I walk through the gloomy 

vale, I will fear no evil, for thou art with 
me to direct, ſtrengthen and ſupport me; 
thy rod and thy ſtaff they comfort me. All 
the various circumſtances attending our re- 
moval are under the gracious diſpoſal of 
him who. has the keys of hell and of death. 
Under the firm perſuaſion of this comforta- 
ble truth, and the certainty of the great 
ſhepherd's moſt tender attentive aſſiſtance 
and gracious preſence in that peculiarly 
trying ſeaſon, believers cheerfully commit 
themſelves into the hands of a covenant 
God, that he would g them * his 
counſel. 


But 


2080-3 
But the Pſalmiſt expreſſes his hope in 
God not only thus in life and in death, 
but of happineſs beyond conception in a ne- 
ver- ending ſtate of exiſtence, and ſhall af- 
terwards receive me to e We go on 
therefore to conſider, 

2. The comprehenſive felicity of the 
faints in the world to come as thus deſcrib- 
ed, and afterwards receive me to glory.” 
This is the grand final intention of God's 
grace unto them. His ultimate deſign. 
4% Fear not, little flock,” ſays our kind Re- 
deemer, it is the Father's good pleaſure 
* to give you the kingdom.” Let us con- 
ſider each of the expreſſions i in the tekt. 
Thou ſhalt receive me. God accepts 
his ſaints through the beloved in the preſent 
world. They are brought nigh unto 
by the blood of Chrift. They are recon - 
ciled unto him, made partakers of /the 
vine nature, and he now looks upon Goes 
as his dear and pleaſant children, and ſome- 
times he indulges them with the light of 
his countenance, and manifeſts —_— 
to them. But ſtill thoſe who are highly 
_ favoured are here under many tokens of his 
diſpleaſure. Here his children are many 


of them frequently mourning under the 
frowns of their heavenly Father, and la- 
menting 


. 
menting the hidings of his face, and not a 
few perhaps walk in darkneſs and ſee no 
light. But in the better world God re- 
ceives his people. His arms are open to 
embrace them with a moſt endearing ſmile 
upon his countenance. He will there admit 
them into his preſence, that they may be for 
ever with the Lord, and may eternally en- 
joy the higheſt proofs of his affection unto 
them, without any interruption, and. with- 
out any abatement of their ſublime. Joys. 
The happineſs to which God will-receive 

them is called-glory. And it is ſuch an 

| exceeding glory, that in this preſent ſtate of 

| darkneſs we can form but very faint ideas 
of its greatneſs and excellency. Glory has 
been defined grace completed, and grace 
in the heart now has been called glory be- \ 
gun; but after all our beſt conceptions of it, | 
at preſent it muſt be owned that we ſee but 
through a glaſs darkly. However, the re- 
preſentations given of it in the word of God 
tend to excite in.the minds of ſuch as are 
enlightened by grace, the moſt. ardent de- 
fires after it. Andit-is alſo held up to our 
view in thoſe ſacred oracles by comparing it 
to objects moſt apt to ſtrike, our ſenſes for 
their magnificence and ſplendor. It is pro- 
miſed them that they ſhall receive a crown 
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of glory, an incorruptible crown, that they 
ſhall reign for ever and ever, that they ſhall 
ſhine as the ſtars in the kingdom of their 
Father, yea as the brightneſs of the ſun, 
But by the affiſtance of 'divine revelation, 
we may mention ſeveral particulars, which 
may enable us to form ſome exalted appre- . 
henſions of this glory, though not ——_— 
to its real excellence. | 

The: happy place of their abode 1s called 
Paradiſe, Luke xxiii. 43; it is called by the 
apoſtle Paul the third Heaven, 2 Cor. xii. 2 ; 
and by the apoſtle John the new Feruſalem, 
in the noble deſcription of it, Rev. xx. 10. 
to the end: it is (aid that it has the glory 
of God; and that it has no need of the 
ſun, neither of the moon to ſhine in it, for 
the glory of God doth lighten it, and the 
Lamb is the light of it. The King eternal, 
immortal, and invifible, has fixed his palace 
in it, and makes the brighteſt diſplays of 
his infinite glories there as King of kings 
and Lord of lords : before which ſplendor 
the moſt ſhining appearances of the richeſt 
eaſtern monarch muſt die away as the 
twinkling ſtars at the brightneſs of the ſan, 

The inhabitants of that world are all 
glorious. There ſhine all the different 


ranks of angelic ſpirits, and there reſide the 
ſpirits * 


1 a» | 


ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. The 
ſaints, however blemiſhes' and infirmities 
and fins ſtained their glories on earth, appear | 
there without the leaſt blemiſh or ſpot. , 
They have been preſented before the throne 
without ſpot or wrinkle or any ſuch thing, 
and ere long all the ſaints ſhall compoſe 
one glotious church. 

In that happy ſtate believers are received 
unto glory, as having gained a moſt complete 
victory over all their enemies. They appear 
there under the illuſtrious character of con- 
querors, and more than conquerors, through 
him who has loved them, triumphing over 
all their moſt powerful and fpiteful enc- 
mies, with whom the conteſt had been 
fierce and long continued. There they ſtand 
before the throne and before the Fob 
(every enemy being put under their feet) 
in their white robes, and * of victory 
in their hands. 

In heaven believers are received. i into glo- 
ry, as their ſouls are wrought into a perfect 
reſemblance to the holy Jeſus. They ate 
now in ſome meaſure transformed itito his 
image. And they now aim at being as he 
was in the world. But too frequently the 
likeneſs is very faint ; but there they will 
appear perfectly holy, even as he is holy. 

D 2 How 


TT #3 

How tranſporting the change to themſelves, 
and how glorious will they appear in the eye 
of every beholder. The proſpect of this 
glory made the Pſalmiſt cry out, Pſalm xvii. 
T5, As for me, I ſhall behold thy face 
in righteouſneſs; I ſhall be ſatisfied, 
* when I awake with thy likeneſs.” 

God receives his people to glory in hea- 
ven, as he there confers upon them the 
very high honor of being admitted into 
his immediate preſence. He receives them 
to be his conſtant attendants. In this world 
a faint and tranſient glimpſe of him fills 
their ſouls with joy unſpeakable and full of 
glory; how great beyond deſcription their 
Joy, when they ſhall, in his heavenly court, 
behold him face to face, and be fixed i in his 
temple above, to go no more out. 

Believers will be received to glory in hea- 
ven as there they will conſtantly behold the 
glories of their exalted Savior. This he pray- 
ed for them, as what he well knew, would 
give them the greateſt delight, “ Father, I 
te will that thoſe whom thou haſt given 
% may be with me where I am, that they 
« may behold my glory.” What an honor 
will they conceive it conferred upon them, to 
| behold Jeſus their Savior glorified with the 
glory which he had with the Father before 

I the 


( 21 ] 
the world was, as the eternal Son. What 
divine ſatisfaction to behold the glories to 
which he is exalted as Mediator, as the 
Lamb that was ſlain, who is worthy to re- 
ceive honor and glory and power, becauſe 
he has redeemed them to God by his blood; 
to ſee him exalted far above all principali- 
ties and powers, and as having a name 
given him above every name. If the glo- 
ries of Chriſt on the mount of transfigura- 
tion upon earth ſo ſtruck thoſe diſciples 
that were the honoured witneſſes of it: how 
will his friends exult in the eternal diſplay 
of all his brighteſt glories in heaven? And 
with what raptures will glorified ſaints be- 
hold the exalted honors there paid to their 
beloved adorable Redeemer, who was treat- 
ed with ſo much 1 and ſcorn in our 
world. 


In heaven God receives his people to 


glory, as even the exalted Mediator himſelf 
appears more glorious by the high honors 
conferred upon them. There Chriſt is 
glorified in his ſaints, and admired in all 
them who believe. How bright muſt their 
glories ſhine, when they will reflect freſh 
luſtre upon. their exalted Savior? What an 
amazing diſplay will then be given of the 
glory of his grace, in having reſcued all of 

them 


ii 


them from the power of their enemies, in 
having carried on the good work in their 
hearts, and in having conducted each ſafe 
through all the dangers of the wilderneſs 
to the regions of eternal peace and joy: 
And how will the merits of his obedience 
unto death, (however lightly ſet by in our 
world,) then be diſplayed in its brighteſt 
glories : when all the ſhining ranks of an- 
gels round the throne, and the vaſt number 
which no man can number of the redeemed 
from among men, ſhall unite, with one 
voice, in acknowledging it to be the pro- 
curing cauſe of all the bliſs of theſe glo- 
rified ſaints; and aſcribe the glory, the 
honor, and power unto him, on this ac- 
count. 

Believers will be received to glory, as 
they will be continually engaged in the 
moſt honorable employments: they will 
wait upon God day and night in his hea- 
venly temple : they will ſerve him without 
| Interruption in the beauties of holineſs, do 
his will with the utmoſt pleaſure in every 
reſpect, and ſing praiſe unto Him that fits 
upon the throne and unto the Lamb with- 
out cealing. | 

They ſhall be received unto glory, as 


their bodies ſhall moſt certainly ſhare in 
the 
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the honors of a glorious reſurreMon unto 
eternal life through Jeſus Chriſt. Their 
ſouls immediately at death enter into glory, 
and their bodies ſhall at God's appointed 
time be raiſed in glory, from all the diſho- 
nors of the grave. Thoſe who ſleep in Je- 
ſus will-God bring with him. The-wick- 
ed ſhall awake to ſhame: and everlaſting 
contempt, but the righteous unto eternal 
life. In the twinkling of an eye, at the 
laſt trump, for the trumpet ſhall found, 
and the dead ſhall be raiſed. Then the 
dead in Chriſt will be raiſed incorruptible. 
Then this corruptible ſhall put on incor- 
ruption, this mortal ſhall put on immor- 
tality, and the body ſown'in diſhonor will 
be raiſed in glory. Death will, through 
the almighty Captain of their ſalvation, he 
ſwallowed up in victory. Then thoſe bo- 
dies which were committed as vile bodies 
unto the grave, ſhall come forth faſhioned 
like unto the e Wa o their 0 
Savior. | 
They will be thevivet to wlory;: as their 
felicity will be compleat and eternal. Their 
happineſs will be pure and unmixed: no- 
thing can ariſe to interrupt it, or abate it 
through eternal ages. And they ſhall be 
for ever with the Lord. They ſhall then 
be 
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be received to glory in the moſt complete 
and perfect ſenſe. 

We are forther . to take notice, that 
% God will guide with his counſel and 37 
& terwards receive unto glory.” He firſt 
guides with his counſel. None can be 
prepared for glory, or admitted into it, but 
thoſe whom he has guided with his counſel. 
He trains for heaven, he makes meet for 
the inheritance of the ſaints in light, be- 
fore he puts them in poſſeſſion of it. 
But when he has guided with his coun- 

ſel, then he afterwards receives to glory. 
All ſuch ſhall have an entrance adminiſter- 
ed ta them into his eternal kingdom. 
When he has finiſhed their education, he 
will give them the inheritance. Some are 
ripened for heaven ſooner than others. But 
as ſoon as he has wrought them for the 
bleſſedneſs of the righteous, he will aſſured- 
ly give them the crown of glory. 

He. will afterwards receive them. to glo- 
ry, after they have finiſhed the work he in- 
| tends they ſhould perform. When their 
labours for his glory are completed, he 
will admit them to the joy of their Lord. 
His people are to ſerve him and their gene- 
ration in his fear in the preſent life; and 


when their ſervices are completed, they 
ſhall 
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ſhall reſt from their labours; and receive 
that glorious crown which they with gra- 
titude will caſt at their Redeemer's feet, 
as the parchaſe of his blood. | 

He will afterwards receive them to glo- 
ry, after he has guided them through 
all thoſe ſotrows and trials whereby in- 
finite wiſdom deſigned to fit them for 
glory. After they have ſuffered a while 
here, he will take them to himſelf. - The 
croſs will make the crown more welcome. 
The ſufferings of the preſent ſtate, make 
the joys of heaven more ſweet. When 
theſe ſufferings are all filled up, then they 
ſhall be admitted into that world where 
every tear ſhall be wiped from their eyes, | 
and ſorrow, U and pain mall for ever 


flee away. 


II. We pred next to take notice of 
the Pſalmiſt's comfortable manner of ex- 
preſſing himſelf, as to his own _ view of 
this happineſs of the righteous, * Thou 


*« ſhalt guide me with thy counſel, and af- 
ter wards receive me to glory.” | | 


This implied, 


1.) A comfortable perſuaſion that there 
was s good ground for him to entertain this 


E hope 
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hope. Bleſſed be God, the meaneſt, weak - 
eſt believer has ground from the oracles of 
truth, to aſſure himſelf, God will alſo guide 
him, and receive him to glory. Lord, 
thou ſhalt guide and receive me, though 
moſt unworthy and vile in myſelf, leſs than 
the leaſt of all ſaints. I know and ſee and 
feel myſelf to be a very ſinful, guilty crea- 
ture: but, bleſſed be God, thou doſt en- 
courage ſuch ſinners as I am, committing 
their fouls unto thee through Chriſt, to 
hope thou wilt take them under thy gra- 
cious conduct. 

Thou ſhalt guide me, a poor, weak, 
helpleſs creature in myſelf, I am per- 
ſuaded there is ground for me, under my 
great blindneſs and weakneſs, to hope that 
thou art ready to take me under thy gra- 
cious protection and conduct. I am ſenſi- 
ble I much need it, I am afraid of lean- 
ing to my own underſtanding or ſtrength. 
Many. are my dangers, difficulties, _and 
fears; but thou canſt deliver me out of 
them all, and conduct me ſafe to thine 
eternal kingdom. 

Bleſſed be God, we may further accomo- 
date the words, ** thou- ſhall guide me,” 

as thou haſt done my dear chriſtian friends 
and relatives who tre gt. ſafe to glory. I 
| - was 


„E 
was a witneſs to their being guided by thy 
counſel. It is my ſupport under my loſs, 
that thou haſt received them to thyſelf. 
It was thy grace that led them in thy ways. 
They were always acknowledging this 
truth with great humility and thankfulneſs. 
And thy grace is ſtill the-fame ; as able to 
guide me as my dear friends. Whilſt thou 
haſt' by this affecting ſtroke deprived me 
of the benefit of any future aſſiſtance from 
them, from their further advice and in- 
ſtructions; I rejoice I may apply to thee 
to guide me in thy ways, by the effectual 
teachings of thy Spirit, nn I may never r de- 
_ from ns 


49 The manner of expreſſion imports 
the Pſalmiſt's commiſſion of himſelf unto: 
God to be guided by him. Lord, I humbly 
put in for an intereſt in all the glorious 
bleſſings flowing from the divine conduct; 
and would humbly commit myſelf to thy 
gracious direction and diſpoſal for both 
worlds, for ſoul and body, for time and 
eternity. I renounce following my own 
' counſel. He had paid dear for it under 
this temptation. I. defire to give up my- 
ſelf entirely unto thee; that thou alone 
mayeſt lead me. The words contain a de- 

E 2 claration, 


claration;: through grace, of his choice of 
God, and acceptance of . as his. We 
and en. 75 6 Uo | 


-4 

f ) They _ his humble ep 
| God to “ guide him by. his: counſel; and 
*«« aftetwards to receive him to glory, and 
this under the recollection of his paſt ex- 
perience of God's mercy to him. Lord, I 
and truſt in thee to go on to guide me 

ſtill. I cheerfully rely upon thee never to 
forſake me in any trial, under any difficulty 
or danger. Thou haſt promiſed to guide 
me. Thou ſtandeſt engaged to do it, and 
haſt approved thyſelf a faithful covenant- 
keeping God. And I confide in thee to ac- 
compliſh all thy promiſed grace. I take 
_ thee at thy word. I give thee full credit 
for it. Lord, be it unto thy ſervant ac- 
cording to thy word. O remember thy 
word unto thy ſervant, on which thou cauſ- 
eſt me to Rare. 


INC The 0 ſpeak the Pſalmiſt's ear- 
neſt deſire of rightly improving the conſi- 
deration of the believer's happineſs. Con- 
ſidering the connection with the context, it 
is evident that in this view he looked up 


to God with this encouraging addreſs: 
DUES! < p that 
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chat he might be kept from envying the 
proſperity of ſinners, that he might not be 

that he might reconcile his mind to all the 
darkeſt providences in the preſent ſtate 
and might be excited to hope in God, and 
i in ders ee life and i in death. a 


5. ) The manner of dt ſpeaks. the: 
great ſatisfaction which the Pſalmiſt took in 
theſe precious truths. It ſpeaks his re- 
Joycihg in the belief, 3 and aſſu- 
rance that God would certainly fully ac- 
compliſh all his gracious. promiſes. What 
ſolid ſatisfaction and ſublime joy (which 
ſtrangers intermeddle not with, but which 
we wiſh you all to know, by your own ſweet. 
experience) muſt they neceſſarily afford the 
ſoul relying firmly on God, and confiding 
in him, to guide with his counſel and after- 
wards to receive to glory. How will this 
adminiſter the moſt ſolid ſupport under all 
preſent ſharpeſt trials, and lead the ſoul, un- 
der all, quietly to hope i in God, to lead by 
= right way to the city of eternal hahi: 
tation. y 
And how wall. theſe eraths, * be- 
lieved, ſupport the ſoul in death, enable to 
| triumph i in it and over it, and excite, if 
5104 ; God 
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God gives opportunity for it, to beat an 

honourable dying teſtimony to the power, 

grace, and e of the God of his 
— ) 


— —_——eGCOo—s 


By my of i improvement of this ſabje&, 
we may, 
1.) Remark. the demonſtration bers gir- 
en ol the excellency of real religion. That 
eligion which is feated in the heart. That 
kingdom of God which is in men.  Where- 
ever his grace erects this ſpiritual kingdom, 
the perſons thus diſtinguiſhed have the 
moſt abundant proviſion made for their fe- 
licity by Jehovah himſelf. He ſtands en- 
gaged to guide them by his counfel, and 

aſterwards to receive unto glory, 


2% How:-1 vain 3 to wiſh to die 
the death of the righteous ; how. fruit- 
leſs to cry out, O that my latter end may 
be like unto theirs, if not in earneſt con- 
cerned, through divine grace, to be trained 
up for heaven in the ways of righteouſneſs, 
and to have a title to it ſecured to us by 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to us 
by faith. Deceive not your own ſouls, 
finners: the wages of fin is death,” 
6. Without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 
_ | Lord.“ 
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« Lord.“ We muſt be made holy now, - 
or we can have no admiſſion into heaven. 
Remember the connection, thou ſhalt 


« guide me with thy counſel, and after- 
« wards receive me to glory.“ Mark the 
perfect man, and behold the upright man: 
for the end of that man is peace. 


3.) What ſolid ſupport under the death 


of our chriſtian friends: they are received 
unto glory. If we truly loved them, ſnould 


we not .rejoice in their happy releaſe from 
every evil, and in their being gone to their 
Father. By means of ſtrokes ſo afflicting 
to us, God has anſwered his own final 


gracious purpoſe to them, to which all his 


dealings with them were directed: he has 
hereby fulfilled the grand promiſe of his 
grace to them; he has gratified their earneſt 


expectations; he has anſwered their feryent 


prayers ; and as ſoon as he had made them 


meet for glory, put them into immediate 


poſſeſſion of it. Let theſe conſiderations 


' reconcile us to their removal, and let their 


death quicken us to e, 4 


4) Let ten friends take the 45 

1 If we are enabled by the grace of 
Gay: to follow our dear friends in God's 
ways 
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F ways here, we may hope, through an all- 


ſufficient Redeemer, ſhortly to follow them 
to glory. It was with very great ſatisfac- 


tion that the dear deceaſed expreſſed her- 


ſelf, when one of her ſiſters was not then 
come to her, that ſhe hoped in a very few 
years they ſhould all meet in a better world. 

O joyful meeting indeed! Shall any of us 
be miſſing at that family- meeting? Can we 
bear the thought of being for ever ſeparated 
from thoſe, whom we have highly valued 
on earth, whoſe company and converſation 
was one of our chief pleaſures; and whoſe 
lives we have endeavoured by every kind 
office to render as comfortable as we could? 


Shall not the jealouſy of every member of 
the families be rouſed at the very mention 


of ſuch final ſeparation? and each of us 
cry out, with alarming ſolicitude for him- 
ſelf, Lord, is it 1?“ Our dear relative 
took much ſatisfaRion in ſeeing her friends 
whilft the lived : but her higheſt pleaſure 
in them will be to meet them all in glory. 
O my much eſteemed friends, from the 
warmeſt affection to you, and from a moſt 
grateful ſenſe of your very affectionate be- 
haviour to the dear deceaſed and to myſelf, 


allow me to urge each of you, and all of 
1 to be followers of her, who through 


faith 


„ 
faith and err is now Inkoricing the 
promiſes: | 

As to you; my very dear young friends, 
the young branches of the families, who I 


know are much grieved for the loſs you 
have ſuſtained, — the Lord hear the 
many earneſt prayers offered up fat you by 
one who never forgat you in her beſt mo- 
ments, and was eſpecially fervent in ſuppli- 
cation for you, that Chriſt might be formed 
in your hearts the hope of glory. May 
you be helped to recollect, and follow her 
advice for both worlds. May the Lord 
ſanctify this bereavement, and lead you all 
to cry out with earneſtneſs unto the God of 
all grace, My Father, be thou the guide 

* of my youth.” May your honoured pi- 
ous parents have this greateſt ſatisfaction in 
-yeu; of ſeeing you walking in the truth. 
That fame grace that guided hou dear re- 


lative from her earlieſt years, is gloriouſly 


ſufficient to guide "_— alſo to _ ſamo 
happy end, 


5 Let the ads. of God biet theſs 
encouraging truths, and live as believing 
them. Thoſe with whom we have taken 
ſweet counſel, with whom we have gone to 
_ houſe of God i in company, as alſo to a 

F ' throne 
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throne of grace in private, the partners 


of our joys, they leave us to go the 


reſt of the journey through the wilder- 
neſs alone; but the Lord lives: our 
covenant God lives for ever and ever. 
He is the eternal and unchangeable Jeho- 
vah, the conſtant guide and Sg 9 
tion of his people. 


Let humble diſconſolate believers aflure | 


. themſelves of the truth of the text, as ap- 
. plied to themſelves. Ve fearful trembling 
. chriſtians, depend upon it that God will 

guide you with his counſel, and will con- 


tinue,to do it even unto death, and through 


the dark valley with all its terrors, and 
bring you ſafe to glory. To encourage 
.your faith, and ſtrengthen your hands and 
hearts, I would hold up the preſent in- 
ſtance of God's remarkable gracious con- 
duct to his weak and timorous ſervants. 
The dear deceaſed's life, as ſhe has often 
told me, was a life of fears. She had been 


in bondage all her life time through fear of 
death, and was frequently ready to fear ſhe 


ſhould be left to give up her profeſſion, and 
to apprehend that hers was a mere profeſ- 


ſion. The great enemy was permitted to 
exerciſe her with many diſquieting daubts. 


But ſtill, under all theſe alarming diſtreſſing 


6 appre- 


E 
apprehenſions, God's grace was her relief. 


He held her up, and, to the praiſe of the 
glory of his grace, enabled her to go on 


walking very humbly and very cloſely with 
God. In her laſt illneſs he was pleaſed, in 
a very wonderful manner, to carry her above 
all her fears; and he enabled her to tri- 

umph in God that he would “ guide her 


„ with his counſel, and afterwards receive. 
„ her to glory.” I make this known for 


the encouragement and conſolation of weak, 


timorous, doubting chriſtians ; deſirous of 
complying with the divine injunction, 
* Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, faith 


ee the Lord.“ I make this known, to the 
praiſe of the grace of my divine maſter, 
whom I hope I ſerve with my ſpirit in the 

goſpcl of his ſon, May the Lord cnable 
every fearful believer, to hope and truſt in 
him, to go on to guide him with his counſel: 


and if he does not ſee fit to indulge him 


with a triumphant diſmiſſion, yet afterwards 
to receive him ſafe to glory. 
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